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Please read each of the following instructions carefully
before attempting questions
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In ancient times in most civilized countries, for example in Egypt, Iraq, India, China
and in the Roman Empire, many great irrigation works were constructed. In very
hot countries, water is even carried in underground channels to prevent it from
being evaporated by the sun’s heat. In modern times, great dams have been built
across rivers and these are used for more than one purpose, hence they are called
multipurpose undertakings. Firstly, such dams help to prevent floods, by
controlling the amount of water which rushes down a river in the rainy season. This
also prevents an enormous amount of damage and loss to farmers. Secondly, by
storing up great quantities of water in the artificial lakes behind the dams, irrigation
can be provided for many acres of land in the dry season, so that crops can be
grown where none would have grown before. Thirdly, the people in the towns and
cities in the neighbourhood can be certain of getting a sufficient supply of water for
drinking and other purposes, even in the driest weather. Fourthly, the water stored

up behind the dams is made to generate electric power by letting it run through
turbines.
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